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Career Objective 
To raise the aspirations of the people I work with to build a more cohesive and collaborative society. 

Overview 
I am an education and arts professional with highly-developed leadership skills and over five years of 

experience in broad-spectrum stakeholder engagement, government liaison and community 

development. I am qualified as a teacher of secondary drama and English with experience in the 

classroom and working with schools, businesses and the community sector. I am experienced in 

theatre production as both a playwright and a director. I have worked with disadvantaged and 

vulnerable young people and have linked this with my passion for the arts by working with community 

arts organisations. 

Prominent Skills details on page 2 
 Writing 

 Communication 

 Leadership 

 Public Speaking 

 Relationship Management 

Tertiary Education details on page 3 
2011 Diploma of Management Wisdom Learning 

2005 Graduate Diploma in Arts (Art History and Curatorship) Australian National University 

2004 Certificate IV in Assessment and Workplace Training Unity College 

2001 Graduate Diploma of Education (secondary) Charles Sturt University 

2000 Bachelor of Arts Australian National University 

Employment and Volunteering details on pages 4-6 
2015- Grant and Tender Writer for Communities@Work 

2015 Literacy Teacher for Brentside High School, London UK 

2014-2015 Temporary Education Officer for ACT NOWaste 

2012-2014 Volunteer Program Manager for the Eskada teacher development program with Timor-

Leste Children’s Fund in Dili, Timor-Leste 

2014 Summer program Youth Worker for OneKX (YMCA), London UK 

2008-2014 Theatre Reviewer for Australian Stage and Foyer Talk 

2008-2014 Full time Director of Employment, Education and Training for ACT & Region Chamber of 

Commerce & Industry 

2007-2010 Volunteer Artistic Director for Canberra Dramatics 

2004-2008 Casual Youth Worker for Oasis Youth Residential Service 

2003-2008 Part time Classroom Teacher for Trinity Christian School 

2006-2007 Director and Outreach Coordinator for Messengers Program at Tuggeranong Arts 

Centre 

Contact 
 PO Box 137 

 Mawson ACT 2607 

 Australia 

 0466 616 748 

 trevar@chilver.net.au 

mailto:trevar@chilver.net.au
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Skills and Experience 

Writing 
I have impeccable writing skills, and highly-developed skills in analysis and reporting. I have never held a role that did not 

require reporting on achievements, and making recommendations on the evidence available. In teaching, youth work, 

directing and managing youth engagement programs, I have always been required to analyse the work I was doing, report 

on progress and recommend forward strategies. I have been called upon in a number of contexts to advocate for continued 

funding and action to support the work of my employer or the community organisation I have been working with. I have 

prepared open letters, briefs, articles, reports, strategic plans, reviews and many other documents in a professional 

context. I am often the first to be asked to proof read documents for distribution. I have written feature articles for The 

Canberra Times and have written regularly for Australian Stage and B2B Magazine. I am an accomplished playwright with 

more than ten feature-length theatrical productions in my portfolio. My plays have been produced by Canberra theatre 

companies and in the Short+Sweet family of festivals in Canberra, Sydney and Brisbane. I was often called upon to 

contribute to the preparation of policy documentation for the Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry during my 

time with the ACT Chamber, and have written media releases for business and community theatre organisations. I also 

maintain a blog about my theatre and film experiences, online at www.chilver.net.au. 

Communication 
I have been building networks for many years, as an industry representative, an advocate for young people and as a 

dramatist, and retain strong connections in even those networks where I no longer work. I have a strong ability to make 

people feel at ease when talking with them, and the ability to present information in a personable and engaging manner. I 

am no salesperson, but I am able to communicate effectively and persuasively with people from diverse backgrounds, 

especially when it comes to opportunities for developing young people. I have strong experience interacting as a classroom 

teacher, communicating progress and achievements to funding partners and speaking with authenticity about topics where 

I am not a subject matter expert. 

Leadership 
I have led in a wide variety of circumstances and situations, leading employees, volunteers, students, and more. Most 

notably I hold the position of Director of Employment, Education and Training at the ACT & Region Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry, where I lead a team of professionals engaging the business community in education and training programs 

as well as providing guidance to government agencies. I was chair of the Partnership Brokers National Network in 2012 

and 2013, in which context I provided leadership to representatives of state networks and local providers in 107 regions 

covering the entirety of Australia. I also led a community theatre organisation as its Artistic Director, as well as serving as 

director for many theatrical productions. I have established positive relationships with students in a school setting, and 

with young people in a youth residential refuge as well as in the context of community arts organisations. 

Public Speaking 
I have a great deal of experience in front of an audience in a range of contexts. I have served as Master of Ceremonies for 

national events, most notably the Career Development Association of Australia’s National Conference and the ACT & 

Region Indigenous Excellence Awards. I have given presentations in the field of education at a wide range of conferences 

and events, and I have served as presenter in a series of online educational videos. I have done voice over work for 

television advertising, and I have performed in a range of theatrical contexts, including scripted and improvised theatre. 

My experience as a teacher and leader of community arts programs has also helped develop my public speaking skills to 

an excellent degree. 

Relationship Management 
I have managed stakeholder and client relationships in a range of contexts. As a teacher in an independent parent-

controlled school, the relationship between parents and the school is particularly important, and I managed many of these 

relationships. I have also managed relationships with multi-million dollar clients for the ACT & Region Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry, with my success evinced by the maintenance and extension of contracts attracting millions into 

our programs. I have a great deal of experience in networking and developing relationships that lead to improved outcomes 

for young people. I have spearheaded robust delegations to government, coalescing diverse positions with positive 

outcomes in a range of pursuits. 
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Education 

Writing for Government (Correspondence and Briefs) 
CIT Solutions, November & December 2014 

Introduction to Project Management 
Fresh Training, November 2014 

Tetun Language Course 
Dili Institute of Technology, Dili Timor-Leste, 2013 

Writing Skills for Tenders and Proposals 
Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce and Industry, October 2013 

Beginning French I & Beginning French II 
Australian National University Centre for Continuing Education, Canberra ACT, 2012 

Diploma of Management 
Wisdom Learning, Canberra ACT, 2011 

Graduate Diploma in Arts 
Australian National University, Canberra ACT, 2005 

Specialisation in Art History and Curatorship, with focus on Ancient Greek & Roman Art and Architecture 

Certificate IV in Assessment and Workplace Training 
Unity College, Canberra ACT, 2004 

Graduate Diploma of Education (Secondary) 
Charles Sturt University, Bathurst NSW, 2001 

Major in Secondary Drama Teaching, Minor in Secondary English Teaching 

Bachelor of Arts 
Australian National University, Canberra ACT, 2000 

Double Major in Theatre Studies, Major in English. Minors in History and Linguistics 

Tertiary Preparation Certificate 
South Western Sydney Institute of TAFE, Liverpool NSW, 1997 

Memberships and Recent Professional Development 

ACT Teacher Quality Institute 
Provisional Registration current from 14 October 2014-31 March 2015 

Working With Vulnerable People 
General Registration current from September 2014-September 2017 

Partnership Brokers National Network 
Chair 2012-2013 

Deputy Chair 2010-2011 

ACT Representative 2010-2014 

Australian Youth Mentoring Network 
Presenter at 2012 Conference 

Career Development Association of Australia 
Master of Ceremonies and organisational support for Annual Conference 2012 

Committee Member for ACT Division 2010-2012 

Treasurer of ACT Division 2010-2011 
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Employment History 

Education Officer 
ACT NOWaste at Territory and Municipal Services, October 2014-March 2015 

As an Education Officer at ACT NOWaste, I delivered education programs for schools and 

community organisations. I reinvigorated the existing schools program, and expanding 

community engagement programs to encourage better compliance with recycling programs.   

 
 

 records management 

 client and supplier 

relationships 

Director of Employment, Education and Training 
ACT & Region Chamber of Commerce & Industry, August 2009-March 2014 

In this role I managed two programs: the Education and Training Adviser, which supported 

business to engage with the National Training System, and liaised between training 

organisations and governments on its operation; and the School Business Community 

Partnership Brokers program, which brokered partnerships between a range of 

organisations who have a stake in youth attainment and transitions. My team brokered over 

50 partnerships that supported more than 11,000 young people to make successful 

transitions to employment.  

I also represented the ACT Chamber on a number of boards, committees and advisory 

groups, including the ACT Board of Senior Secondary Studies (a Ministerial appointment); 

the Re-engaging Youth Network Boards Leadership Group; the National and NSW/ACT 

Networks of Partnership Brokers; the Training and Education Committee for 

the Murrumbidgee Education and Training Centre; and the Employment, Education and 

Training Committee of the Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ACCI). 

I maintained effective networks with key staff in the Education and Training Directorate of 

the ACT Government, keeping them informed about members’ concerns and supporting 

effective communication between the business community and government. I further 

maintained positive working relationships with high level personnel in the Department of 

Education. 

 
 

 advocating for young 

people 

 representing 

stakeholder interests 

 networking 

 recruiting staff 

 managing staff 

 managing budgets 

 managing change 

 managing reporting 

 building client 

relationships 

 writing promotional 

material 

 writing policy 

Regional Industry Career Adviser 
ACT & Region Chamber of Commerce & Industry, July 2008-August 2009 

In this role I supported local organisations in a large region of south-eastern New South 

Wales and the ACT to engage business in programs to support the transition of young people 

into the workforce. I liaised with local and national businesses and schools to provide 

accurate and up-to-date information on the opportunities available to young people. 

 
 

 client liaison 

 regional engagement 

 managing client 

relationships 

Classroom Teacher 
Trinity Christian School, April 2003-July 2008 

I delivered curriculum for a range of classes, mostly in years 8, 9 and 10. Most of my classes 

were English, but wherever possible I sought ‘home groups’, which allowed me to teach the 

same group of young people for three subjects, because this included pastoral care 

responsibilities. Home groups gave me an opportunity to develop supportive relationships 

with students and effective behaviour management strategies. 

 
 

 classroom 

management 

 curriculum delivery 

 pastoral care 

Youth Worker 
Oasis Youth Residential Services (formerly LASA Youth Centre), April 2004-December 2008 

In this role I supported young people in crisis, managing a youth refuge and ensuring the 

health and safety of residents. In this context I supported young people from the point of a 

crisis emerging into medium or long term living arrangements. Often this involved incidental 

counselling, liaising with parents, police, medical and government agencies.  

 
 

 pastoral care 

 case management 

 crisis management 

 domestic care 

Director and Outreach Coordinator 
Tuggeranong Arts Centre Messengers program, September 2006-December 2007 

As Outreach Coordinator and Director for Tuggeranong Arts Centre’s Messengers program, 

I led a group of young volunteers who gave their time to Messengers’ in-school drama 

program. The Messengers program supports young people who are identified as suffering 

or at risk of developing depression. The drama program devised and toured short plays with 

positive messages about relationships to schools across the ACT. 

 
 

 scheduling 

 client liaison 

 pastoral care 

 program delivery 

 scripting and editing 
  

http://www.tams.act.gov.au/
http://www.tcs.act.edu.au/
http://salvos.org.au/oasis/
http://www.tuggeranongarts.com/
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Theatrical Achievements 

Trevar Alan Chilver is a playwright, director, actor and theatre reviewer. His plays have been produced as mainstage 

productions in Canberra and for festivals such as Short+Sweet in Canberra, Sydney, Brisbane and London. He has been 

an avid supporter of the theatre community in Canberra, having written for Australian Stage, the Canberra Times and 

blogging regularly. He established Canberra Dramatics, a community theatre organisation, in 2006, and served as its 

Artistic Director until 2010, and was an active member of Canberra’s Network of Amateur Theatre Organisations during 

this period. 

Trevar has directed productions for a number of Canberra companies, and occasionally treads the boards himself. He has 

appeared in a range of short film and television productions and in 2014, made his London debut with Prams in the Hall’s 

production of The Inner Life of Sophie Taylor. 

A qualified teacher of drama and English, Trevar has taught in a number of schools and continued to support the education 

community through his work in the business and community sectors. He is a strong believer in the power of story to inspire 

and empower individuals to contribute to a more cohesive and collaborative society. 

Writing History 
 Jimmy and Cook 2013. Short Play in which Captain Cook turns up still alive in 2013, sharing a flat with an Aboriginal man in NSW. 

Read by Actors and Writers London, June 2014.  

 Abel C. Mann, Processed Offshore 2013. Short Play in which a brilliant actor is sent for Offshore Processing after re-enacting 

the landing of the First Fleet. Produced as part of 2013 Canberra Short+Sweet Festival and 2014 Sydney Short+Sweet Festival.  

 The Ballad of Hobart Jones 2011. Play set in 1887 in which the President of the Royal Society of Balladeers, Oxford, is sent to 

Sydney to unite the balladeers of New South Wales. Read by Actors and Writers London, November 2015. 

 The Commuter 2011. Short Play in which a man is mistaken by a tourist for a young boy’s father, and the boy’s mother attacks 

him. Produced as part of 2012 Canberra Short+Sweet Festival, 2012 Brisbane Short+Sweet Festival and 2013 Sydney Short+Sweet 
Festival. 

 Take Their Life 2009. Adaptation of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, in which the couple survive (nominated for Best Original 

Work in 2009 CAT Awards). 

 The Incident at Fugue Bay 2008. Play in which an amnesic man mysteriously returns to a coastal town and is reunited with his 

former fiance. 

 No Island is a Man 2006. Multimedia stage play in which a man’s suffering from depression goes unnoticed by family and 

friends. Produced by Canberra Dramatics in April 2007 at the Tuggeranong Arts Centre. 

 Defrag 2004. Short play on the theme of relationship breakdown. Produced by New Creation Theatre, August 2004; and Canberra 

Dramatics September 2006 (won Best Original Script at the Canberra Festival of One Act Plays 2006) 

Directing History 

 Ongoing directing credits for Short+Sweet 10 minute play festival from 2011- 

 When He Was Famous by Seth Robinson, Canberra Dramatics, April 2010 

 Take Their Life by Canberra Dramatics, Canberra Dramatics, November 2009 

 Clowns in Winter by Joan McGillivray, Canberra Dramatics, May 2008 

 No Island is a Man by Trevar Alan Chilver, Canberra Dramatics, April 2007 

Performing History 
 Father in Canberra Short Film Festival TVC, Canberra Short Film Festival, 2015 

 Andrew / Ben in The Inner Life of Sophie Taylor, Prams in the Hall, London, 2014 

 James Mollison in Whitlam: the power and the passion, Beyond Productions, Sydney, 2013 

 Father in Drive music video for Spin Festival, Canberra, 2013 

 Audience Member in Thom Pain by Will Eno, Melbourne Theatre Company, 2008 

 Captain Plume in The Recruiting Officer by George Farquhar, Canberra Dramatics, 2007 

 The Adjutant in  The Caucasian Chalk Circle by Bertolt Brecht, Moonlight Productions,  Canberra, 2004  
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Volunteer Roles 

Timor-Leste Children’s Fund 
Director, Eskada Development Programs 2013- 

I am working with Timor-Leste Children’s Fund to establish a professional development program for unqualified and 

inexperienced teachers in East Timor.  

Australian Stage & Foyer Talk 
Theatre Blogger 

I have reviewed theatrical productions for the theatre website, Australian Stage, since March 2010. I have also run a 

theatre and film blog, Foyer Talk, since 2008. 

ACT Board of Senior Secondary Studies 
Board Member 2013-2014 

Curriculum Advisory Committee Member 2009-2013 

I was appointed by Andrew Barr MLA, then ACT Minister for Education, to the Curriculum Advisory Committee in 2009, and 

served on this committee for four years before being appointed by Joy Burch MLA, the current Minister for Education, to 

the Board itself in 2013. I resigned this position upon leaving the ACT to undertake a sabbatical in London. 

Raising Hope Education Foundation 
Board Member 2012-2014 

In this role I supported the work of the newly-established Raising Hope Education Foundation, which aims to build high 

aspirations in young people. I resigned this position upon leaving the ACT to undertake a sabbatical in London. 

Canberra Dramatics 
Artistic Director 2006-2011 

I established and directed a community theatre organisation that specialised in producing plays by local playwrights.  

Languages 

English 
Proficient native speaker of Standard Australian English 

Advanced tertiary qualifications in English literature and linguistics 

Tetun (East Timor) 
Transaction and conversation skills 

Basic listening, speaking, reading and writing skills; some experience in public speaking in Tetun and English-Tetun 

translation 

French 
Beginner 

Beginner level listening, speaking and reading skills 

Work Rights 
Australian Citizen 

United Kingdom Ancestry Visa valid until 2019 (renewable) (current DBS clearance and National Insurance Number ready) 

Referees 
Christie Wallis 
Team Leader from ACT NOWaste 

 0418 253 531 

 christie.wallis@act.gov.au   

Shy Watson 
Colleague from Partnership Brokers program 

 0401 636 627 

 shywatson@hotmail.com

 

http://www.timorlestechildrensfund.org.au/
http://www.australianstage.com.au/
http://chilver.net.au/
http://www.bsss.act.edu.au/
http://www.raisinghope.org.au/
mailto:christie.wallis@act.gov.au
mailto:shywatson@hotmail.com

