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The Canberra team behind a new play being developed to mark the 40th anniversary of the 

Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras visited Sydney last weekend to walk the route of the 1978 

Mardi Gras with two of the 78ers.  

Mark Gillespie and Steve Warren, from the 

Sydney Pride History Group, participated in 

the first Mardi Gras in 1978. When the 

writer and cast visited Sydney, the two 

78ers described their experiences on the 

night, now almost 40 years ago, and 

provided feedback when the cast read the 

latest draft of Trevar Alan Chilver’s 

challenging script for 78 Reasons to Stay 

the Night. This contribution will guide the 

development of the script, which will soon 

go into production. 

The play is set in the present, and focuses 

on a fictional 78er, a gay man now in his 

60s who was also there at the first Mardi 

Gras. He hires a young rent boy, who ends 

up staying the night to hear his life story. An unusual bond forms between the two men, whose 

experiences of gay life stand in stark contrast as a result of the cultural shift that began with 

the 1978 Mardi Gras. 

Playwright Trevar Alan Chilver is aiming to get this play ready for an in-development production 

this August. He hopes to make the play part of Sydney’s 40th anniversary Mardi Gras Festival 

next year. Chilver says: 

“We don’t hear enough about queer history, and when we do, we hear more about the 

activists who made change happen, rather than the people whose lives they changed. 

The changes have been momentous, so the experiences of people growing up on 

either side of this great upheaval make for an interesting contrast.  

“It’s fascinating to explore what happens when two very different people, with 

drastically different experiences of the same aspect of their lives, find themselves 

connecting and communicating openly.” 

Trevar Alan Chilver is a local playwright with a number of productions to his name. His play The 

Ballad of Hobart Jones received a rehearsed reading in London in 2015, and he recently took 

over the direction of Canberra’s Short+Sweet Theatre festival. 

78 Reasons to Stay the Night will premiere in Canberra this August. 

Media enquiries 
Media enquiries can be directed to the playwright using the details below. 

 

Whitlam Square, Sydney: from left, Steve Warren and 

Mark Gillespie describe the moment when police turned 

aggressive at the first Mardi Gras, for actors Brandon 

Davenport and Daniel Greiss. 
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